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RTÉ Concert Orchestra 


National Chamber Choir and guest artists 
The Helix, DCU 12 & 13 April 2003 at 8.00 p.m. 


Saturday 12 April Sunday 13 April 

Ballet from Act 3 of Idomeneo, K.367 Overture Cosi Fan Tutte, K.588 

Piano Concerto No. 21 in C major, K.467 Piano Concerto No. 23 in A major, K.488 
Regina Coeli in C major, K.276 Requiem, K.626 


Vesperae solennes de confessore, K.339 


Conductor Celso Antunes Conductor Laurent Wagner 
Piano Hugh Tinney Piano Hugh Tinney 
Soprano Sylvia O'Brien Soprano Majella Cullagh 
Alto Zane Senavska Alto Alison Browner 
Tenor Jacek Wistocki Tenor Evan Bowers 
Bass Jeffrey Ledwidge Bass Sam McElroy 


Tickets: €8, €12, €14, €16, €20 
Concessions: €4, €6, €7, €8, €10 
Booking: 01 700 7000 or visit www.thehelix.ie 


Further information: 
RTE Music Tel: 01 208 2617 Email: music@rte.ie 
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a change of mood 


Opera Ireland ts 
deepl y indebted to 
its sponsors who, 
by thetr continued 
support and 
encouragement, 
ensure the 
development of 


opera tn Ireland. 
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Our Associate Sponsors 


The Irish Times The Merrion Hotel 
Bus Éireann Aisling Technology 
Jack Restan Displays Euroscreen 

Plant Life Veuve Clicquot 
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Opera Ireland 


presents 


Don Giovanni 


Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 


Libretto by Lorenzo da Ponte 


Sung in Italian with English Surtitles 


Conductor Noel Davies 

Don Giovanni Sam McElroy 
Commendatore Roman Vocel 
Donna Anna Majella Cullagh 
Don Ottavio Evan Bowers 
Donna Elvira Miriam Murphy 
Leporello Andrew Murphy 
Masetto Joe Corbett 
Zerlina Michelle Sheridan 


National Chamber Choir 


Artistic Director: Celso Antunes 


RTE Concert Orchestra (Leader: Therese Timoney) 


By kind permission of the RTE Authority 


Gaiety Theatre Dublin 
4th, 5th & 6th April 2005. 


There will be a twenty minute interval after Act 1 
Surtitle Translation: 


Kenneth Chalmers 


(By arrangement with the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden) 


opera 


europa 


Opera Ireland is a member of Opera Europa 


Don Giovanni 


Don Juan, the romantic libertine featured in so many works of literature and 
music, first appeared in the play El burlador de Seville, by the Spanish writer Tirso 
de Molina (real name Gabriel Téllez) in 1630. The theme of the womanising 
nobleman was soon taken up by the likes of Moliére in France and Goldini in 
Italy and later elsewhere by Shadwell, Pushkin, Browning, Byron and Shaw 
among others. 


Operatic Don Juans are legion. More than forty composers have been inspired 
to create musical images of the legendary seducer. The list starts with Lempio 
punito, by the Italian composer Alessandro Melani in 1669, and takes in operas 
by Caligari, Paisiello, Pacini, Dargomizhksky, Alfano, Goosens, and Gazzaniga. 
And it was Giovanni Bertati's libretto for the latter's 1787 opera Don Giovanni 
Tenorto that was the immediate source of inspiration for Lorenzo Da Ponte's 
considerably better one for Mozart later in the same year. 


Don Giovanni was the second of the three operas written by Mozart and Da 
Ponte. Their first effort, Le nozze di Figaro, had scored a hit at Из premiere in 
Prague in 1786; and Covi fan tutte would follow in Vienna in 1790. The 
continuing success of Figaro during the 1786/'87 season in Prague prompted the 


Bondoni Opera Company there to commission a new work from Mozart for the 


Don Giovanni and the 
Stone guest. Set design 
by Ludwig Sievert, 


Frankfurt 1955. 


It is the tragedy, running from Donna Anna ә grief at the start to the 
high drama of Giovannis come-uppence at the end, that produces the 


most eloquent music in Don Giovanni. 


following winter. The new opera was far from complete when Mozart returned 
to Prague in September 1787. As was his wont, he held off writing much of it 
until the cast was well into rehearsal. Indeed, he is said to have written the 
overture on the very eve of the opening night. 


Whatever the vicissitudes of its gestation, the opening performance of // disvoluto 
punito, ossia Il Don Giovanni on 29 October 1787 was another triumph for the 
composer and librettist and the opera, notwithstanding a lukewarm reception at 
its first appearance in Vienna, has continued to delight audiences all over the 
world to the present day. 


Mozart called his opera dramma giocoso — a merry drama. The Prague company 
wanted another comic opera along the lines of the successful Figaro, and that is 
probably what Mozart and Da Ponte set out to write. But the librettist, 

conscious of the composer's theatrical awareness, balanced the comic elements 
with episodes of considerably more passion and dramatic power than there are 


in the earlier opera. Thus it is that we encounter a generous portion of giocoso in 
the fleet and witty music of Leporello and the lovers' tiffs and reconciliations of 
Zerlina and her swain Masetto. And there is gracefulness there too, most 
notably in Giovanni's serenade and in his seduction of Zerlina, as well as in 
Онаую two arias. But it is the tragedy, running from Donna Annas grief at 
the start to the high drama of Giovanni's come-uppence at the end, that 
produces the most eloquent music in Don Giovanni. 


"Leporello's famous 


‘List Aria' in which he 
numbers the conquests 


of Don Giovanni". 


Three masked guests 
arrive at the peasant 
ball and Don Giovanni 
welcomes them, but the 
masks disguise the 
vengeful Anna, Elvira 


and Ottavio. 


Sam McElroy - Baritone (Ireland) Don Giovanni 

Cork-born Sam McElroy sang Yeletsky in Opera Ireland's Queen of Spades last year. 
His other roles here were Harry Heegan in Silver Tassie, a Cappadocian in Salome, 
Sharpless in Butterfly and Figaro in // barbiere di Siviglia. А Languages graduate of 
the University of London, in 1996, he was awarded a scholarship to study at the 
Centre de Formation Lyrique, Opéra National de Paris where he sang roles in 
Katya Kabanova, Parsifal and Offenbach s Un maris à la porte. He made his 
Japanese debut in Japan at the Pacific Music Festival in 1997. Sam McElroy's 
repertoire also includes Rossinis Dandini, Donizetti's Malatesta, Stravinsky's Nick 
Shadow, Blazes in The Lighthouse, and Lescaut in Manon, which he sang in Monte- 
Carlo. He has also sung Don Giovanni in Nice and Mauritius. Recent engagements 
include Lehár's Danilo on a USA tour, Primo Barcolo in Delius's A Village Romeo and 
Juliet in Sardinia and Ford in Falstaff at the Montepulciano Festival. 


Andrew Murphy - Bass-baritone (Ireland) Leporello 


After studies with Veronica Dunne in Dublin, Andrew Murphy joined the 
Bavarian State Opera Studio in Munich. This was followed by a three-year period 
with the Vienna Kammeroper and, from 1995, a further three at the Municipal 
Theatre in Ulm. In 1997 he joined the ensemble of the State Theatre in 
Saarbrücken where he remained for five years, singing roles such as Leporello, 
Don Pasquale and others. He also sang Beckmesser, which Wagner's 
granddaughter, stage director Eva Marie, described as "the most ideal ... Гуе ever 
seen". He has also appeared in France, Switzerland, Austria, Great Britain, Japan 
and China and is currently under contract to the municipal theatre in Basle, 
Switzerland where, last month, he sang Debussy s Golaud to wide critical acclaim. 
In May he will perform two roles in Handel's Semele. Other upcoming roles 
include Puccini's Shaunard at the Salzburg Festival House, Kaspar in Der 
Freischiitz and Alfonso in Così fan tutte, both in Basle. 


Miriam Murphy - Soprano (Ireland) Donna Elvira 

Tralee-born Miriam Murphy trained as a mezzo-soprano under Veronica Dunne in 
Dublin and at the Royal Academy of Music in London, where she won a number 
of prestigious awards, including the coveted Gold Medal for Opera, and began 
her transition to soprano. She also sang in six major opera productions, including 
Mozart's Dorabella under Sir Colin Davis. She graduated with a DipRAM. She 
sang in Verdi's Requiem under Lockhart at the Barbican and recorded Das Lied von 
der Erde with Edward Carl. For English Touring Opera she has sang Frasquita in 
Carmen and Santuzza in Cavalleria rusticana. During studies at the National Opera 
Studio in 2000 and 2001 she sang Elisabetta in excerpts from Don Carlos at the 
Royal Albert Hall, opera scenes with ENO's contemporary studio, and the title 
role in scenes from Anna Bolena at the Queen Elizabeth Hall. She recently won the 
Wagner Society's Bayreuth Bursary and was the first ever recipient of the Rita 
Hunter Bursary. 


Michelle Sheridan - Soprano (Ireland) Zerlina 

Longford-born Michelle Sheridan has previously sung Annina (Traviata), Xenia 
(Boris) and Voice from Heaven (Don Carlo) with Opera Ireland. She studied with 
Mary Brennan at the DIT Conservatory of Music and Drama and at the Flanders 
Opera Studio in Ghent. She was the winner of a record nine first prizes at the Feis 
Ceoil and the Ford/Sunday Independent 'Spirit of Life' Bursary for most 
promising young Irish artist. Other roles include Barbarina (Figaro), Pepick, 
Cricket and Jay (Cunning Little Vixen) and Barce (The Kiss) for OTC, and Zerlina 
for English Touring Opera. She has recorded the roles of Hen and Jay for a BBC 
animation of Vixen, under Kent Nagano. Michelle Sheridan has performed with 
many of Ireland's leading choral societies, in Messiah, Creation, Carmina Burana and 
the Requiems of Fauré and Mozart. Other concert performances include Berg's 
Seven Early Songs, Mahler's 4th Symphony, and Steve Reich's Music for 18 Musicians, 
with members of the NSO. 


Roman Vocel - Bass (Czech Republic) The Commendatore 


Roman Vocel was born in Prague on 26 March 1964. After finishing his studies at 
State Conservatoire in Prague he was engaged by the city's State Opera. He also 
performed аз а guest at the opera stages of the National Theatre in Prague, 
Opera Mozart and other important theatres in the Czech Republic as well as in 
Spain and Italy. He is also performs regularly on the concert platform where he 
has appeared with the FOK Symphony Orchestra, Capella Istropolitana and the 
Czech Collegium Orchestra. He has a wide repertoire that includes roles in 
Janácek's The Cunning Little Vixen, Dvorák's The Jakobin and operas by other 
Czech composers as well as in works by Mozart, Bizet and Verdi. 


Noel Davies - (UK) Conductor 


Noel Davies, who conducted Giulio Cesare for Opera Ireland in 2001, was born in 
London and raised in Abergavenny, Wales. After his studies he joined the staff at 
Sadler's Wells Opera where, after it moved to the Coliseum and become ENO, he 
was appointed Resident Conductor in 1974. He formed close associations with 
successive ENO musical directors Alexander Gibson, Charles Groves and Charles 
Mackerras. He has conducted many operas for the company, notably those by 
Mozart and romantic Italians like Verdi and Puccini. With Charles Mackerras, he 
has prepared performing editions of a number of Handel operas, including ENO's 
hugely successful Xerxes, a work with which he made his début at the Canadian 
Opera Company recently. Noel Davies has had an extensive international career. 
His guest appearances include Rigoletto in Norway and Iceland; Giulio Cesare at 
Houston; and Gloriana at the Metropolitan. He has also conducted Giulio Cesare, 
Xerses and Don Giovanni for the Bavarian State Opera. 


ЕТЕ Concert Orchestra 


First Violins 


Second Violins 


Violas 


Cellos 


Double Basses 


Flutes 


Oboes 


Clarinets 


Bassoons 


Therese Timoney, leader 


Mircea Petcu 
Pamela Forde 
Eileen Comer 


Sunniva Fitzpatrick 


Ruth Murphy 
Sebastien Petiet 


Stephanie McCabe 


Elizabeth Leonard 


Paul O'Hanlon 
Debby Ellis 
Carol Quigley 
Arthur Mclver 
Donal Roche 


Thomas Kane 
Michelle Lalor 
Elizabeth Dean 
Carla Vedres 


David James 
Una NiChanainn 
Delia Dulson 


Anne Murnaghan 


Seamus Doyle 
Liam Wylie 


Elizabeth Petcu 
Deirdre Brady 


Peter Healy 


David Agnew 


Michael Seaver 


Jean Duncan 


John Leonard 
Carole Block 


Horns 


Trumpets 


Trombones 


Bass Trombone 
Timpani 
Mandolin 


Harpsichord 


David Carmody 
Declan McCarthy 


Shaun Hooke 
David Martin 


Stephen Mathieson 
David Weakley 


Patrick Kennedy 
John Fennessy 
Des Moore 


Mairead Hurley 


Administration RTÉCO 


Executive Producer: 
Operations Executive: 
Orchestra Manager: 


Gareth Hudson 
Niamh Killeen 
Anthony Long 


Orchestra Administration 


Assistant: 
Librarian: 


Ursula Malynn 
Francis Hughes 


Senior Orchestral Assistant: Colm Hanlon 


Orchestral Assistant : 


RTÉ MUSIC 


Director of Music: 


Daniel McDonnell 


Niall Doyle 


General Manager, Marketing 


& Communications: 


Personnel Executive: 


Finance Officer: 


Assumpta Lawless 
Brian O'Rourke 
Joan O'Reilly 


Marketing Executive, 


Corporate Accounts: 


Maeve Whooley 


Communications Executive: Angela Rohan 


Marketing & 


Communications Assistant: Catherine Ingrams 
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Opera Ireland 


Winter 200% 


20, 21, 22 November 2003 


Opera Ireland presents 
Vincenzo Bellini» NORMA 


A Spectacular Concert Performance 


N v9 VMA/V 


20, 21, 22 November 2003 at 7.30pm 
Tickets €10, €30, €40, €45, €60 


GAIETY South King Street, Dublin 2 


Bellini's masterpiece ts a work of great lyrical 
beauty and powerful dramatic tension. 


Norma ts a striking exploration of one womans 
emotional journey through heartbreak and 
fury to honour and nobility. 


Keep up to date with our latest news: 
www.operaireland.com 
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The National Chamber Choir, which forms Opera Ireland's 
Chorus for Don Giovani, is one of Ireland,s premier chamber 
music ensembles. The Choir was founded in 1991 by 
internationally renowned conductor and composer Colin Mawby. 
In May 2002 the Choir welcomed Kóln based conductor, Celso 
Antunes, to the group as its new artistic director. The 17 singers 
that make up this highly motivated professional choir are some 
of the finest young voices in the country. 


SOME FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 

An Evening of Mozart :: The Mahony Hall, The Helix. 

NCC and ВТЕ Concert Orchestra :: booking. 01 7007000 

12/4 & 8.00pm :: Conductor Celso Antunes 

13/4 @ 8.00pm :: Conductor Laurent Wagner 

tickets. €8, €12, €14, €16, €20 conc. €4, €6, €7, €8, €10 


Travels in Europe :: 6.30pm ё The National Gallery Of Ireland 
The National Chamber Choir is proud to present its 8th summer 
series of choral concerts in collaboration with the National 
Gallery of Ireland. Taking the theme of Travels in Europe, the five 
concerts, with music from some of the greatest choral 
composers, contain an amazing variety of works to guide the 
listener across the choral map of Europe from the 16 - 21 century. 


5/6 Spain & Portugal :: Conductor Celso Antunes 

19/6 Russia & France :: Conductor Celso Antunes 

3/7 Hungary & Greece :: Conductor Celso Antunes 

17/7 Germany & Netherlands :: Conductor Marcus Creed 
31/7 England & Italy :: Conductor Celso Antunes 


tickets. €8 conc. €5 credit card booking tel 01.7005665 
or online at www.nationalchamberchoir.dcu.ie 


AIETY 


THEATRE 


www.gaietytheatre.com 


The Staff 


DIRECTORS Denis Desmond FRONT OF HOUSE STAFF 
Caroline Downey Desmond Chief Usher: Ken Walsh. 
Senior Ushers: Victoria Mooney, Michael Carroll. 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR John Costigan Ushers: Una McCarthy, Lynn McDonagh, Robert Loughnane, 

К Bernie Barbour, Derval Mellett, Sinead Flynn, Aisling Meehan, 
ASSISTANT to EXEC. DIRECTOR Lorraine Ви! Lucy Wang, Ciaran Dolan, Suzanne Egan, Emma Fawell, Cara 
PUBLIC RELATIONS MANAGER Geraldine Collins Gorey, Sorcha Kane, Aisling McDonagh, Eamonn Moore, Ben 
MARKETING MANAGER Hugo Jellett Morris, Colm Murphy, Eric Newman, Maura McCarthy, Elaine 
GROUP SALES Anne Marie Grant. O'Dea, Yvette O'Reilly, Jennifer Pergia, Matthew Ralli, Aisling 
THEATRE MANAGER Alan McQuillan Tiernan, Yvonne Ussher, Helen Zheng. 
DEPUTY THEATRE MANAGER Lorcan Mulvin 
BOX OFFICE MANAGER Caroline D'Ambra BAR & RETAIL 
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR Amy Trammel Bars Supervisor: Brian Anderson; Head Barman: Colm Kirwan. 
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR Ken Hartnett Bar Staff: Stephen McCann, Eimear Boyce, Paul Butler, Michael 
TECHNICAL STAGE MANAGER Michael Russell Carroll Marianne Coen, Jun Li, Pat O'Callaghan, Mairead Roche, 
TECHNICIAN Conor Downey Helen Zheng Ya. 
STAGE DOOR PLAZA CAFÉ 
James Fitzgerald, Yvonne Ussher, Paula Donoghue, James Manager: Joél Durand. 
Muhairwe. 

HOUSEKEEPER 

BOX OFFICE Mary Healy 


Telesales Supervisor: Nuala Cooke; 

Liz Maloney, Aaron Dempsey, Andrea Cooke, Keith Robertson, HOUSEKEEPING STAFF 

Stephanie Walsh, James Muhairwe, Colin White, Sean Down, Jimmy Donegan, Lorraine Felloni, 

Robert Loughnane. Monica Kiely, Raymond Reid, Josie Lloyd. 


Gaiety Theatre Website: http://www.gaietytheatre.com 


QWOMAN?S (oin Theatre Festiva 


DRUID Presents 


hEarT oecon 
Featuring 
Cara Dillon, Dolores Keane, 


Eleanor McEvoy, by John B Keane 


Maura O'Connell and Mary Coughlan. Directed by ( Om. 
Garry Hynes 


6 Performances only inser or mest Diso 


Irish Theatre Awards 2002 
7th - 12th April Nightly 8pm Tickets from €22 With Derbhie Crotty, 


Anna Manahai 
— ——!» "Pen Ш. 
"Doyle and Co "ra 
do what they do | 28th April - 24th May kk 


ERE Nightly 8pm “STUNNING”. { 
Tickets: €20, €26, €30, €32 я Е 
play it like the x ues — 


e. Pe | (04) 677 1717 


KEVIN DOYLE 00 or ticketmaster 1890 925100 


The trish Examiner 


THE GAIETY'S PLAZA CAFE 
14th - 19th, 22nd - 27th April is now serving pre-theatre meals before all 


rf . Booki dvised. 
Nightly 8pm Tickets: €20, €22.50, €25 bre a Meerkat 
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A new dimension of diesel motoring. | ^s d 


The new BMW 7 Series - the place to be. 


BMW is pleased to announce the launch of a new breed of 
diesel to the Irish market. The BMW 730d. The first six speed 
automatic transmission of its class, offering an altogether 
new level of power, performance and agility, coupled with 
comfort and economy. A breakthrough in the luxury 
performance range that delivers an acceleration of 0-100 in 
8.0 seconds and superb torque of 500 Nm. A dynamic 
performer that gives you all that you've come to expect from 
the BMW name. And more. Establishing the BMW 7 series, yet 
again, as the benchmark in the world of high-tech diesel 
power units. 


The new BMW 7 Series, the class to be in. 


Motor Import Ltd. 


The Ultimate 
Driving Machine 


